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Hui Li — Author & lllustrator

When she was 11, she had
earned the highest calligraphy
rank of a Kudan, or 9-dan.

Hui drawing as a child.
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‘Some of the images the Chinese people carved:
=_ air, fog M barﬁboo % barn 33 bird
@' boat *Q& chestnur tree Bﬁ child ¥ chive
? cloud H crop field ’& crossed '43’ dance
f‘, deer ]j dog P4 door % .dragon x
A fence @ fire @‘ % fish ; l'tl flag
A piece of oracle bone inscribed %‘ flower \P grass ﬁ house ' R%’ leaf
with ancient Chinese characters .
PRSI ﬁ man M mountain %\ net . \% old man. -
@ F2) palace M rain ¥¥ rainbow V& rice
: . b ) B2
housands of years ago in China, the Chinese people carved picturelike n#f‘ ride ).t river [6 rock ﬁﬁ roQster
characters on animal bones and tortoiseshells, called oracle bones, In this ‘)\\ run away + son;kid $ string © sun
way, they recorded events and asked questions of their ancestors and the highest i, iy ‘ : : : ;
god. A fortune-teller would hear the oracle bones until they cracked. They would | ’X‘“ swallow lg'l tall : /s thunder &) township
examine the bones carefully and predict the future based on the pattern of cracks. i @ siiitle ‘:?‘: water ‘ i{ woman % zither
The oracle bone inscriptions are believed to be the foundation of Chinese characters. : _ :




7 A A }.h\c e

aw P
PSR

o e s

4 C B

S

Ao

e
Al

= R
~ gl

You dvew a bird,
Grandpa?

Yes, Lulu. s the ancient
Chinese character for BIRD,
which looks like a bird.

/ Would you like

This is fun!
Teach me wore
characters, Grandpa!

Thousands of years later,
a lictle girl named Lulu and

her dog, Dumpling, watch her

grandpa draw on scroll paper.
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Dur ancestors created many
characters just like drawings.
Look at the MOUNTAIN peaks

and the FIRE flawme.

{ Wow, Grandpa! | want to

draw thew all!

Let’s draw the
character for DODR, .
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‘ﬁ% Look, Dumpling!
There’s a village.

Duw\phvxgme?\
Is that a BIRD character?

-———-"‘""#(
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A village of Chinese characters, like
the ones Grandpa drew!




What a lovely
view from this
pavilion!

Nice to meet you,
friend!

ES

l ZITHER

Yummwm. Condied
howthorn berries!

Wow! There’s a musician
playing a ZITHER.




DRAGON]

What’s that sound,
Dumpling?

Ol no!
A FIRE-DRAGON!




/S:ay-a—w\ay,\z L
dragon! /

.

Yow've right, Duwpling!

We con draw the character

for CLOUD. We'll step on it
‘o ‘P\gk‘f the dragon.

Let's hide behind that
_big ROCK, Dumpling. £




Pl dvaw the A &
ckarader 'For / o ‘Hﬁl-ui
THUNDER! 4 '

Hold. on tight, Dmp\ing‘.
the dragon is Yoo close!




Uh-ok! The dragon
is throwing us
into the air!
My brush! Help!

L

| have another idea, Dumpling!
Pl drow the character for RAIN
fo quench the flame. -




We need wore water!
Pll draw the character
for RIVER!




DWAP“W)‘ The dragon
saved us! But '”"‘Yq

_
'» ’

Ol no! We've
fa"ing o the

Ah, | see! You wmust have been really
thirsty to breathe so wuch fire.
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Let’s add something specml ‘o

the village together, dragon. The
character for RAINBOW!




The village lo N
beawtiful in the sunset,
Dumpling.

Time to
go howe?

—

| hope | can come back!
Thank you, dragon!
Thank you, birdy!
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What a strange

i dream | had, Lu|u.. /.

| became a bird and gave
you a brush to paint
ancient Chinese characters.

| Grandpa!

Come see!

.?",)}\

| o)
= Dumpling and. | even |55 |
~ || wade friends with

the dragon.
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Author’s Note

I have two special memories from growing yp in China: One is eating candied hawthorn berries, a fruic
covered in caramelized sugar just like candied apples, and the other is drawing Chinese characrers-with big
paintbrushes. .

Some say that Chinese is the most di_fﬁcuk language in the world, with over 50,000 characters chrough-
out'time. Each character has a different look. Among them are hundreds of pictograms, characters that
represent certain ideas, objects, or deeds. Each pictorial representation has a unique history of its own.
They have been stylized over centuries. For example, the earliest form of “bird"” is g; it rurned into E,
and finally to what it looks like roday: & (nidc). lts shape has changed radically over time.

Combining ideas in abstract ways can create more characters. When a traveler meets a friend from the
same town, they sit down and have a meal together. This makes @ (xiing), which means “township” or
. “homerown.” Another example is the character YI (lin), made by two trees\x (mu), side by side, which
stands for "woods.” Adding one more tree would then make the characrer for “forest,” or ¥, (sén).

When I was a child, I explored the world of Chinese characters, I drew on tice paper just like Lulu.
Every character sparked my imaginarion. Later, when I wanted to know more abour them, | dﬁmvered
a book called {RRIZMEFY (Shuo Weén Jié Zi), an ancient dictionary compil«i by scholar Xu Shen
(c. 58 - . 148 CE). I learned the picrographic c;rigin', evolurion, and bomi:osi({on of many traditional,
complex Chinese characters. The strokes of some of these characters were reduced around the 19505 and
1960s, which creared roday’s simplified Chinese characters. In this b;wk, I illustrared the early Chinese
characters, which have evolved into the traditional, complex Chinese characters. I've always wanted to share

this experience with readers young and old. Imagine if every character yon draw has ics own story. ...

—Hui Li
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